* EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE 

Patent Abstracts of Japan 



PUBLICATION NUMBER 
PUBLICATION DATE 

APPLICATION DATE 
APPLICATION NUMBER 



2000194544 
14-07-00 

27-12-98 
10377434 



APPLICANT : 
INVENTOR : 
INT.CL. : 
TITLE : 



COPYER CO LTD; 
ISHII HIDEHIKO; 

G06F 9/06 B41J29/38 G06F 3/12 

FIRMWARE UPDATE PROCESSING 
METHOD OF IMAGE FORMING 
DEVICE 



10 



1» 

gPJL INFO OTTO 



,101 

VEH1L 00 



/ , 102 

/♦ STMT FflM 02. 00*/ 



,104 

/•s© run o2.oo»/ 



OTKTB-«LSB 



ABSTRACT : 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To perform update to proper firmware by allowing a host 
computer side to recognize that the version of the firmware of the image forming device is 
not proper for the software of a host computer without making a user aware of that. 

SOLUTION: The host computer 1 requests version information on the current firmware of 
the image forming device 10 of the image forming device 10 and at this request, the image 
forming device 1 0 sends the version information to the host computer 1 . The host 
computer 1 receives and compares the version information with its held version 
information and sends the firmware file that the host computer has to the image forming 
device 10 when the firmware of the image forming device 10 needs to be updated 
according to the comparison result. The image forming device 10 receives this firmware 
file and rewrites the firmware. 
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